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Music Review: Lonely Generation by Echosmith
Maxwell Patton
July 19, 2021
The sophomore studio album from indie-pop trio Echosmith, “Lonely Generation,” was released
on Jan. 10.
Preceded by the release of two singles, “Shut Up and Kiss Me” and the title track, “Lonely
Generation,” is Echosmith’s story about love in the digital age and how humanity is more
connected than ever due to technology; but at the same time, less than ever due to our
dependence on it.
This is an enjoyable pop album that plays it safe but doesn’t pull itself into a monotonous drag,
leading to a cohesive and fun listening experience.

Highlights
1. “Scared To Be Alone”
With a pleasant riff and steady percussion, Echosmith croons about anxiety and dealing with the
fear of loneliness. The result is a catchy tune that will leave you bobbing your head to the
rhythm.
2. “Cracked”
The bass guitar and keyboards shine on “Cracked,” a funky track that shows off the group’s
vocal and lyrical evolution.
3. “Follow You”
A sweet acoustic ballad about falling in love, “Follow You” swells with a constant ambience but
doesn’t get louder than it needs to be, keeping a solid tone throughout.

Background
Echosmith was formed in 2009 in Chino, California as a quartet of siblings with the name Ready,
Set, Go.

The original lineup of the band consisted of Sydney Quiseng and her siblings Graham, Noah
and Jamie Sierota. Signing with Warner Bros. Records in May 2012, the band took on the
Echosmith moniker and released their debut extended play, “Summer Sampler,” in June 2013.
Shortly after this, the band debuted their album “Talking Dreams” to the public.
It received mixed reception from critics, with many criticizing the lack of originality on the record.
A new EP with acoustic versions of four songs from “Talking Dreams” was released a year later.
Jamie Sierota left the band in 2016 to focus on fatherhood and the band released two more
extended plays before “Lonely Generation:” “Inside A Dream” and “An Echosmith Christmas.”
There’s not a lot of negative feedback that I can give about this album. Echosmith has shown
noticeable maturity in both their songwriting and their melodies, creating catchy pop songs that
will be reluctant to leave the listener’s head. If you like alternative pop music that strays from
what’s currently on the radio while still dealing with love and other issues plaguing our lonely
generation, definitely check this album out.

Hidden Gems to Visit in Dayton Before Summer’s End
Jamie Naylor
July 20, 2021
As the fall semester nears for Wright State students, here are some hidden gems in and around
Gem City to explore during the final weeks of summer.

Dining experiences
Indoor eateries and coffee shops provide refuge from the summer heat, here are just a few
popular and unique spots.

Coffee Hub
A local string of coffee shops, Coffee Hub is a great place to grab coffee with a friend or provide
an alternative study spot for summer assignments.
Founded in 2017, by Cynthia Stemple, the small business has quickly grown. Constituting 2
brick and mortar shops in Beavercreek and Xenia, a coffee trailer in Waynesville, and a spot in
the Dayton Metro Library.
Their menu provides traditional coffee beverages as well as unique creations, with the
Beavercreek location having a completely gluten-free bakery selection.

Rip-Rap Shake Shack/ Roadhouse
Those looking for an adventure with a sweet treat at the end can check out this roadside ice
cream stand located on seven acres of Dayton countryside. Most popular for their
Instagram-worthy “monster shakes,” Rip-Rap offers a variety of ice cream desserts.
In addition to ice cream, the family-owned business also owns Rip-Rap Roadhouse. Located on
the same land, the restaurant serves typical midwest Americana food and periodically hosts live
music and motorcycle drive-ins.

Toxic Brew
Those 21 and over interested in exploring downtown Dayton can visit Toxic Brew in the Oregon
District. The brewery serves beer and other alcoholic beverages along with food items. The

Oregon District, an iconic neighborhood of Dayton, is home to many restaurants, shops and
experiences providing entertainment even for those not of age.
Read more about the Brewery in the Wright State Guardian Article ‘Dayton’s Not Dead: Bring
Back the Weekend’. https://wsuguardian.com/daytons-not-dead-bring-back-the-weekend/

Shopping for book lovers
One Dollar Book Swap
One Dollar Book Swap is a nationally known and Tik Tok famous book warehouse located in
downtown Dayton.
The warehouse sells audiobooks, DVDs, CDs and other multimedia materials. Per the name,
everything costs just one dollar.
One Dollar Book Swap is a family-owned business that started out as a way to prevent books
from being recycled or thrown away. This concept grew and the family moved the business into
a warehouse. According to manager and partner Missy Nickels, the Covid-19 pandemic
threatened the small establishment. Due to recent social media attention, the bookshop not
only survived the pandemic but thrived.
“People from all across America come to the bookstore… it’s everyone’s favorite little secret. It’s
been life-changing for us because like every other local small business we have almost gone
out of business,” Nickels said.
In addition to selling books, One Dollar Book Swap contributes to the community by working
with local teachers and Montgomery county social workers to provide books to students and
children across the Dayton area.

Parks and Rec
In addition to city life, Dayton offers plenty of green spaces, parks, wilderness trails and nature
reserves. Those looking for more outdoor adventures this summer can visit parks like Creekside
Reserve and Pearl’s Fen.
Located in Beavercreek, a suburb of Dayton, Creekside Reserve is a nature park owned by
Greene County parks and trails.

Accessible via Beavercreek community park, the reserve offers bike paths and hiking trails
where visitors can view plants and wildlife native to the area. Many find this to be a great area to
relax, exercise or have a picnic.
Also part of the Greene County parks system is the newly preserved Pearl’s Fen park. Closed
for quite some time due to restoration efforts, the wetlands park is once again open to the
public. The main attraction being the walking trail and boardwalk, where visitors can view the
diverse array of plants and trees.
Both parks are free and open to the public.

Book Review: “The Hollow Places”
Ariel Parker
July 21, 2021
When a portal to another dimension opens up in her uncle’s amateur museum of oddities, Kara
and her friend Simon embark on a horrifying adventure in T. Kingfisher’s newest release, “The
Hollow Places.”
Kara, newly divorced and penniless, is stuck back home until her uncle Earl offers her a room at
his wacky tourist trap: The Glory to God Museum of Natural Wonder, Curiosities and Taxidermy.
Forming a friendship with Simon, the barista at the coffee shop next door, Kara focuses on
helping her uncle and trying to stay off of her ex’s Facebook page.
However, when Uncle Earl leaves for surgery and places the museum under her care, a strange
hole appears on the wall of the museum, Kara and Simon go in to find out what’s on the other
side. Full of otherworldly beings and creepy antagonists, the more we learn of this perplexing
world, the less we, and the characters, want to be in it.
Inspired by the short story “The Willows” by Algernon Blackwood, Kingfisher takes images from
the original story to create something uniquely horrifying.

Pray they are hungry
This “Narnia”-turned-“Pan’s Labyrinth” sinks the reader deeper and deeper into fear and, with
supernatural possessions and nauseating gore, you may never look at willow trees the same
ever again.
One thing that absolutely sets this apart from other horror releasing this fall is this book’s humor.
Kara’s relatability and Simon’s quirky charm balances the dread readers feel during their journey
through the undefined parallel universe they accidentally stumbled upon. Full of witty banter and
genuinely funny jokes, this book will make you squeamish one minute and laugh out loud the
next.
Kingfisher writes a memorable story with relatable characters in a dark, strange world that will
keep you at the edge of your seat until the very end. The quaint small-town vibes, terror and
humor all come together and make for a spellbinding modern horror novel. This is best to dive
into the story blind and enjoy the ride.
The Hollow Places will release on Oct. 6 everywhere books are sold.

Dayton’s Not Dead: Linh’s Bistro
Kaylee Raines
July 22, 2021

Vietnamese food contains a vibrant balance of flavors and spices. This cultural cuisine is
present at Linh’s Bistro restaurant where the taste of Vietnam is brought to the Dayton
community.

History of Linh’s Bistro
Phan and Hoa Nguyen left Vietnam to pursue a better life for their family. They left on a tugboat
with their two daughters and unborn child in order to escape the political turmoil of Vietnam.
Upon moving to the United States the Nguyens began to work in local Dayton restaurants.
“Both Hoa and Phan became dishwashers at a Chinese restaurant in Dayton, and gradually
moved their way up in the restaurant,” according to the Linh’s Bistro website.
The Nguyen family contributed to the introduction of diversity and cultural foods to the Dayton
area. They opened the Twin Dragon restaurant in 1990 and Asia Palace in 1998. After these
restaurants closed, the Nguyen family briefly retired until opening Linh’s Bistro in 2013.

Linh’s Bistro Today
Vu Hoang is one of the co-owners of Linh’s Bistro. His passion for sharing his culture and
carrying on the Nguyen family’s legacy continues on through his work at the restaurant.
“We try to bring people the real, traditional taste of Vietnamese food. We are the
second-generation of Vietnamese people who have had the chance to develop in this country,”
Hoang said.
Hoang’s favorite items on the menu that he recommends for new customers to try are the
Vietnamese traditional rice with pork chop, any of the soups, the soft-shell crab and the hot
claypot of rice with seafood.
“We have been working very hard to figure out the best recipes of Vietnamese food to share
with our customers,” Hoang said.

Wright State University (WSU) student Kameron Flanders is a regular customer at Linh’s Bistro.
She loves to eat there after labs because of its affordability, complimentary tea and
close-proximity to campus.
“I love the beef pho with chili oil. It is simple, classic and has a spicy kick. It is part of the lunch
special and I definitely recommend it,” Flanders said.
WSU students are invited to try Linh’s Bistro and can receive 10% off their first visit by showing
their student ID.

